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Our educators o�er experiential, hands-on adventures that 

immerse students in the wonders of the natural world, and in the 

dramatic economic, social and technological changes of the early 

20th century. Come explore The Robins Nature Center to discover 

the remarkable ecology in the “Run of the River” exhibition. 

Discover stories about the lives of the people who lived and 

worked on the grounds during the Gilded Age and Jim Crow era. All 

programs align with the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs) and 

Common Core standards for science or history/social studies.

Visit Maymont.org/field-investigations to schedule your  

upcoming trip to Maymont! Questions? Contact our  

Program Coordinator at registrar@maymont.org or  

804-358-7166, ext. 304.

Bring classroom lessons to life  
with a trip to Maymont!
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Hooray for Habitats

Subject:  Science

SOL:  1.5, 1.7 and 1.8

Maximum:  120 students

Length:  45-90 minutes

Every animal needs a habitat to thrive! 

Learn about the many Virginia habitats 

and the food, water, shelter and space 

required for animals to grow, reproduce 

and survive.

Available as an outreach program

Plant and Creature Features

Subject: Science 

SOL:  K.5

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Claws, feathers, thorns, scales and 

shells… every animal and plant is unique! 

Learn about special adaptations that 

allow for animals and plants to survive 

and thrive, through group activities and 

real-life encounters with live animals.

Available as an outreach program

Hooray for Habitats

Subject: Science

SOL:  K.6, K.7, K.10 and K.11

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Every animal needs a habitat to thrive! 

Learn about the many Virginia habitats 

and the food, water, shelter and space 

required for animals to grow, reproduce 

and survive.

Available as an outreach program

Maymont Then and Now:  

Our Changing Community 

Subject: Primary Level History  

 & Social Studies 

SOL: 1.1, 1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.9  

Maximum: 90 students

Length: 45-90 minutes 

Step into the past to explore how 

communities have changed over time! First 

graders will compare jobs, transportation, 

and daily life in the Gilded Age to today  

using primary sources and historic maps. 

Students will practice map skills using 

cardinal directions and identify state and 

national symbols through interactive  

sorting and discussion. This engaging 

program brings history and geography to  

life through hands-on learning at Maymont.

Available as an outreach program

Barnyard Basics

Subject:  Science 

SOL:  1.5 and 1.7

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Experience a farm animal encounter to  

learn about their unique features and  

daily care, and visit Marie’s Butterfly  

Garden and Jack’s Vegetable Garden to  

learn about general plant science and  

how to grow your own food.

Plant and Creature Features

Subject: Science

SOL:  1.4 and 1.5 

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Claws, feathers, thorns, scales and  

shells…every animal and plant is unique! 

Learn about special adaptations that  

allow for animals and plants to survive  

and thrive, through group activities and  

real-life encounters with live animals.

Available as an outreach program
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Maymont Then and Now:  

Our Changing Community 

Subject: Primary Level History and   

 Social Studies

SOL: Sol: K.1a, K.1b, K.1e, K.2a,   

 K.2b, K.3, K.4, K.5, K.6

Maximum: 90 students

Length: 45-90 minutes 

Discover what it means to be part 

of a community—past and present! 

Kindergarteners will explore the roles of 

community helpers, compare daily life 

long ago and today, and practice using 

simple maps and directions. Through 

hands-on activities, storytelling, and 

symbol sorting, students will connect 

their own neighborhoods to the rich 

history of Maymont. 

Available as an outreach program 

Barnyard Basics

Subject:  Science 

SOL:  K.6 and K.7

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Experience a farm animal encounter to 

learn about their unique features and 

daily care, and visit Marie’s Butterfly  

Garden and Jack’s Vegetable Garden to 

learn about general plant science and 

how to grow your own food.

Life Cycles

Subject:  Science 

SOL:  K.7

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Is a mouse’s life cycle similar to that of 

a frog? Do apple seeds ever grow into 

strawberries? Dive into the fascinating 

world of life cycles for plants with 

assistance from Maymont’s animals.

Available as an outreach program 



Money at the Mansion 

Subject: History, Social Science  

 and Math

History and Social Science SOL:  

 2.1, 2.13, 3.1 and 3.10

Mathematics SOL: 

 2.6, 2.7, 3.3 and 3.6

Maximum: 90 students

Length: 45-90 minutes 

What does it mean to live a life of labor 

versus a life of leisure? Discover the 

financial side of Maymont as students 

learn what kinds of jobs existed in the 

past. Use math and money counting  

skills to learn what it’s like to budget in 

order to decorate your home during the 

Gilded Age.

Available as an outreach program 
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Money at the Mansion 

Subject: History, Social Science  

 and Math

History and Social Science SOL:  

 2.1, 2.13, 3.1 and 3.10

Mathematics SOL: 

 2.6, 2.7, 3.3 and 3.6

Maximum: 90 students

Length: 45-90 minutes 

What does it mean to live a life of labor 

versus a life of leisure? Discover the 

financial side of Maymont as students 

learn what kinds of jobs existed in the 

past. Use math and money counting  

skills to learn what it’s like to budget in 

order to decorate your home during the 

Gilded Age.

Available as an outreach program

Plant and Creature Features

Subject: Science 

SOL: 3.4

Maximum: 120 students

Length:  45-90 minutes

Claws, feathers, thorns, scales and 

shells…every animal and plant is unique! 

Learn about adaptations that allow 

for animals and plants to 

survive and thrive, through 

group activities and animal 

encounters.

Available as an  

outreach program

Hooray for Habitats

Subject:  Science 

SOL: 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, and 3.8

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Every animal needs a habitat to thrive! 

Learn about the many Virginia habitats 

and the food, water, shelter and space 

required for animals to grow, reproduce 

and survive.

Available as an outreach program

Wetland Exploration

Subject: Science

SOL: 3.5, 3.6 and 3.8

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Get your hands dirty and learn about the 

importance of wetlands! Use dip nets 

to safely capture and observe aquatic 

creatures, and learn about the importance 

of sub-aquatic vegetation for habitats 

and water quality. Through interactive 

technology, students will identify their 

watershed and discuss how wetlands are 

essential for a healthy James River.

Life Cycles

Subject:  Science 

SOL:  2.4

Maximum: 120 students

Length:  45-90 minutes

Is a mouse’s life cycle similar to that of 

a frog? Do apple seeds ever grow into 

strawberries? Dive into the fascinating 

world of life cycles for animals and plants 

with assistance from Maymont’s animals. 

Available as an outreach program

Hooray for Habitats

Subject: Science

SOL:  2.5 and 2.7

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Every animal needs a habitat to thrive! 

Learn about the many Virginia habitats 

and the food, water, shelter and space 

required for animals to grow, reproduce 

and survive.

Available as an outreach program
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Habitats of Virginia

Subject: Science

SOL: 4.3

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

What makes Virginia beautiful are things 

that also provide homes for native 

animals and plants! Learn about di�erent 

regions of Virginia, the diverse natural 

resources in these regions, and how 

plants and animals thrive when they have 

access to space, food, water and shelter.

Available as an outreach program

Wonders of Watersheds Over Time

Subject: Science and Virginia Studies

SOL Science: 4.2, 4.3 and 4.8

SOL Social Studies: VS2

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Do you know your watershed address? 

Learn about the importance of watershed 

health and the innovations in water 

technology over time using primary 

sources and artifacts. Use interactive 

models to identify major pollutants that 

threaten water quality to understand  

how pollution impacts the lives of native 

flora and fauna. 

 

Adaptations: A Game of Survival

Subject: Science 

SOL:  4.2 and 4.3

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

It’s a tough world out there! Animals 

and plants use a wide spectrum of 

adaptations to avoid conflict and thrive. 

Through group activities and with the 

assistance of Maymont’s animals, 

students will learn how camouflage and 

physical and behavioral characteristics 

help protect Virginia’s native animals and 

plants, and keep them alive.

Available as an outreach program

Ecosystem Energy Flow

Subject: Science 

SOL: 4.3 and 4.8 

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

What food fuels animals at Maymont? 

Explore energy chains, the habitats where 

these cycles occur and the adaptations of 

various animals to help them secure food 

or avoid becoming lunch.

Available as an outreach program

MIDDLE SCHOOL

PROGRAMS
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Adaptations: A Game of Survival

Subject: Science 

SOL:  LS.6, LS.7, LS.11

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

It’s a tough world out there! Animals 

and plants use a wide spectrum of 

adaptations to avoid conflict and thrive. 

Through group activities and animal 

encounters, students will learn how 

camouflage and physical and behavioral 

characteristics help protect Virginia’s 

native animals and plants, and the many 

behaviors that keep them alive.

Available as an outreach program

Ecosystem Energy Flow

Subject: Science 

SOL: LS.4, LS.5 and LS.6 

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

What food fuels animals at Maymont? 

Explore energy chains, the habitats where 

these cycles occur, and the adaptations of 

various animals to help them secure food 

or avoid becoming lunch. 

Available as an outreach program
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Innovations and Coal

Subject:  History, Social Studies,   

 Science, Physical Science 

SOL:  USI.1, USII.1, USII.3, USII.9,  

 CE.12, WG.2, PS.5, LS.5,  

 and LS.8

Maximum: 75 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

How has the role of coal changed over 

time? Explore Maymont to learn about 

innovations in coal in the early 20th 

century. Participants will learn about 

industrialization, resource utilization, 

and the socio-environmental e�ects on 

the past and present through digital 

experiences, primary sources, and 

artifacts.

Available as an outreach program

Habitats of Virginia

Subject: Science

SOL:  6.6 and 6.9

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

What makes Virginia beautiful also 

provides homes for native animals and 

plants! Learn about di�erent regions of 

Virginia, the diverse natural resources 

in these regions, and how animals and 

plants thrive when they have access to 

space, food, water and shelter.

Available as an outreach program

Wonders of Watersheds

Subject: Science 

SOL: 6.8 and 6.9

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Do you know your watershed address? 

Get your hands dirty directly in the 

natural resource, Maymont’s watershed, 

to learn about your own, to identify major 

pollutants that threaten water quality, 

and to understand how pollution impacts 

the lives of native flora and fauna. 

Available as an outreach program

Ecosystem Energy Flow

Subject: Science 

SOL: 6.4

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

What food fuels animals at Maymont? 

Explore energy chains, the habitats where 

these cycles occur, and the adaptations of 

various animals to help them secure food 

or avoid becoming lunch. 

Available as an outreach program

Innovations and Coal

Subject:  History, Social Studies,   

 Science, Physical Science 

SOL:  USI.1, USII.1, USII.3, USII.9,  

 CE.12, WG.2, PS.5, LS.5,  

 and LS.8

Maximum: 75 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

How has the role of coal changed over 

time? Explore Maymont to learn about 

innovations in coal in the early 20th 

century. Participants will learn about 

industrialization, resource utilization, 

and the socio-environmental e�ects on 

the past and present through digital 

experiences, primary sources, and 

artifacts.

Available as an outreach program

Habitats of Virginia

Subject: Science

SOL: LS.6, LS.8, LS.9 and LS.11

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

What makes Virginia beautiful also 

provides homes for native animals and 

plants! Learn about di�erent regions of 

Virginia, the diverse natural resources 

in these regions, and how animals and 

plants thrive when they have access to 

space, food, water and shelter.

Available as an outreach program

Wonders of Watersheds

Subject: Science 

SOL:  LS.5, LS.7, LS.8, LS.9  

 and LS. 11

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes Descriptio

Do you know your watershed address? 

Get your hands dirty directly in the 

natural resource, Maymont’s watershed, 

to learn about your own, to identify major 

pollutants that threaten water quality, 

and to understand how pollution impacts 

the lives of native flora and fauna.

Available as an outreach program
8 9
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Innovations and Coal

Subject:  History, Social Studies,   

 Science, Physical Science 

SOL:  USI.1, USII.1, USII.3, USII.9,  

 CE.12, WG.2, PS.5, LS.5,  

 and LS.8

Maximum: 75 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

How has the role of coal changed over 

time? Explore Maymont to learn about 

innovations in coal in the early 20th 

century. Participants will learn about 

industrialization, resource utilization, 

and the socio-environmental e�ects on 

the past and present through digital 

experiences, primary sources, and 

artifacts.

Available as an outreach program

Wonders of Watersheds

Subject: Science 

SOL: ES.6, ES.8 and ES.10

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Do you know your watershed address? 

Get your hands dirty directly in the 

natural resource, Maymont’s watershed, 

to learn about your own, to identify major 

pollutants that threaten water quality, 

and to understand how pollution impacts 

the lives of native flora and fauna.

Available as an outreach program

Skull Lab and Ecosystem Dynamics

Subject: Science 

SOL: BIO.6, BIO.7, BIO.8

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Ever find an animal skull in the woods? 

Observe and discuss physiological 

di�erences of skulls among omnivores, 

carnivores and herbivores native to 

Virginia and gain a deeper understanding 

of the structure and purpose of specific 

teeth and other skull formations.

Available as an outreach program

Behavioral Adaptations and  

Ecosystem Dynamics

Subject: Science 

SOL: BIO.6, BIO.7 and BIO.8

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Why do birds fly south during the winter? 

Why do some species stop migrating? 

How does this impact the ecosystems? 

Learn how animals adapt behaviors 

to survive in their new environment. 

Through an animal encounter, learn about 

migration, hibernation and instincts, and 

how these behaviors impact ecosystems.

Available as an outreach program
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Innovations and Advocacy  

Subject: Virginia and U.S. History,   

 Virginia and U.S. Government

SOL:  VUS.10,VUS.12, VUS.16  

 and GOVT.11

Maximum: 75 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Explore Virginia’s development as we 

transition from Reconstruction into  

the Progressive Era. Synthesize 

information from both secondary  

and primary sources in order to learn  

how African Americans advocated for 

greater rights and freedoms with the  

help of rapidly changing technology.  

Available as an outreach program

Wonders of Watersheds

Subject: Science

SOL:  ES.6, ES.8 and ES.10

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Do you know your watershed address? 

Get your hands dirty directly in the 

natural resource, Maymont’s watershed, 

to learn about your own, to identify major 

pollutants that threaten water quality, and 

to understand how pollution impacts the 

lives of native flora and fauna.

Available as an outreach program

 

Skull Lab and Ecosystem Dynamics

Subject: Science  

SOL: (varying by grade level) LS.5,  

 LS.6, LS.7, LS.11, BIO.6, BIO.7,  

 BIO.8

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes 

Ever find an animal skull in the woods? 

Observe and discuss physiological 

di�erences among skulls for omnivores, 

carnivores and herbivores native to 

Virginia, and gain a deeper understanding 

of the structure and purpose of specific 

teeth and other skull formations.

Available as an outreach program

Behavioral Adaptations and  

Ecosystem Dynamics

Subject: Science

SOL: BIO.6, BIO.7, BIO.8

Maximum: 120 students

Length: 45-90 minutes

Why do birds fly south during the winter? 

Why do some species stop migrating? How 

does that impact the ecosystems? Learn 

about the many ways that animals adapt 

behaviors and actions to survive in their 

environment. Meet Maymont’s animals and 

learn about behavioral adaptations such as 

migration, hibernation and instincts, and 

how these behaviors impact ecosystems.
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